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Over the past several years | have been
enjoying working with diverse people
in collectively thinking, discussing,
realising and experimenting with
projects that have potentials in seeking
new possibilities. Through my artistic
and curatorial practice as well as my
engagement with Sa Sa Art Projects, |
have the privilege in working and
learning together with many talented
individuals and groups including
students, artists, curators, art
practitioners, creators, and especially
the residents of the low-income yet
vibrant White Building neighbourhood
in central Phnom Penbh. It is this
collective learning that I believe has the
power to reshape our sociality.

For this project, I invited participation
from artists, creators, collaborators,
and students previously or currently
involved with Sa Sa Art Projects, from
Cambodia and elsewhere, as well as the
White Building’s residents. These
individuals and groups were invited to
participate by reflecting on and
engaging with www.WhiteBuilding.org:
an archive to which they themselves
have previously contributed. I invited
each participant to compile a “playlist”
of selected materials from the White
Building Archive and from any other
websites online, proposing a narrative
(or narratives) of their choice.



Thirty three participants sent in their
contributions. Some chose to consider
the White Building Archive as a point
of departure, while some chose to look
somewhere else completely. Taken
together, the contributions from all
participants question, revise, intervene,
expand, challenge, and de-stabilise the
collective knowledge that they
themselves have co-produced:
pointing to diverse yet rhizomatic
topics with unlimited connections. The
archive or the knowledge produced is
therefore being interrogated, re-
configured and re-played.

Audiences are further invited to choose
and “play” the URL playlists, to learn

about the narrative of each archive.

— Vuth Lyno

The White Building Archive at www.WhiteBuilding.org
is co-produced by Sa Sa Art Projects and Big Stories Co.
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g00.g1/n805Is
goo.gl/CT3Tj0
g00.gl/r9UrFn
goo.gl/RahnMF
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goo.gl/DRgNYC
goo.gl/T3VB8v



White Building Vibrating
by Arnont Nongyao

Walk around the White Building for touching
vibration and drawing portraits of this building.

g00.g1/n805Is
goo.gl/CT3Tj0
g00.gl/r9UrFn
goo.gl/RahnMF
goo.gl/qGjpeB
goo.gl/Y8qJAn
goo.gl/DRgNYC
goo.gl/T3VB8v
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goo.gl/PF70]t
goo.gl/ZuCDos



Simple Trend
by Blu Simon Wasem

It’s true that we live a model of life that is faster
than ever before. Information is in an intense
flux, opinions and traditions are changing. In
the media, it's already done: God is dead,
Mozart is dead, the old model of morality is
gone. The Internet brings us the possibility of
the spontaneous generation of entities,
identities, organisms, sub-genders, and new
tribes. Also, we can revisit our roots and our
neighborhood, which will maybe change in the
near future. For good?... Actually I wonder,
what comes next?

goo.gl/3mt40j
goo.gl/SFyNDO
g00.gl/cVTNvP
goo.gl/CXECMz
g00.gl/9CHnyW
goo.gl/sE9L4K
goo.gl/WOuJSj
goo.gl/agyGZC
goo.gl/PF70]t
goo.gl/ZuCDos
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goo.gl/RD2Ulq
goo.gl/EqiexH
goo.gl/RJMV2k
goo.gl/IA1IRo
goo.gl/GLhxeb
goo.gl/67rfla
goo.gl/6¢cHI9YC
goo.gl/DO91ZW



All the Films I Follow
by Chea Oun

These are all very important films for me. They
give us knowledge about our society. Especially,
there are several good key points for me. These
films can help us know about something else
and therefore we can create new things for our
lives. I think this is about history here.

goo.gl/RD2Ulq
goo.gl/EqiexH
goo.gl/RJMV2k
goo.gl/IA1IRo
goo.gl/GLhxeb
goo.gl/67rfla
goo.gl/6¢cHI9YC
goo.gl/DO91ZW
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goo.gl/CeRJK9
goo.gl/RD2Ulq
goo.gl/EDFUe5
g00.g1/X9050h
goo.gl/jfdlAo
goo.gl/PNK]J5T
goo.gl/uQ0dgb



Jobs at the White Building
by Chev Doeurn

These are some jobs that people living at the
White Building do. They enjoy their work,
where they live and their neighbours.

goo.gl/CeRJK9
goo.gl/RD2Ulq
goo.gl/EDFUe5
g00.g1/X9050h
goo.gl/jfdlAo
goo.gl/PNK]J5T
goo.gl/uQ0dgb
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goo.gl/CFRKUZ
goo.gl/cPSs4d

goo.gl/LEunTb
goo.gl/dq3UYB
g00.gl/r6SFFS

goo.gl/ELdDda
goo.gl/GoQXRe



Life and Pain
by Chhum Phanith

Films and photos have a lot of meaning inside
them. They show me about people living in
different ways. First of all, films and photos
show me the daily life when I was a child in my
community. Secondly, they show problems in
my society such as eviction, human rights, and
the difficulty of daily life. Thirdly, films and
photos explain some stories and ideas that I've
never heard and seen before.

goo.gl/CFRKUZ
goo.gl/cPSs4d

goo.gl/LEunTb
goo.gl/dq3UYB
go0.gl/r6SFFS

goo.gl/ELdDda
goo.gl/GoQXRe



HAMUA
i mn ainn ShomoTam

goo.gl/9Kv2M9
goo.gl/uQ0dgb
goo.gl/EDFUe5
goo.gl/RD2Ulq
goo.gl/PKkJyVp
g00.g1/X9050h
goo.gl/LHSNvW
goo.gl/Zwr7xl



The Sellers
by Dara Sovan and Pheap Rina

These are about the lives of people who are
vendors of food, drink, clothes, or things that
you can see around Phnom Penh city. What do
you think about their lives?

goo.gl/9Kv2M9
goo.gl/uQ0dgb
goo.gl/EDFUe5
goo.gl/RD2Ulq
goo.gl/PKkJyVp
g00.g1/X9050h
goo.gl/LHSNvW
goo.gl/Zwr7xl



M gsligh
i swk Tgogininng
a[§ Ty Jusa Shewagmamighs Ruin

isiasmuwidmuiamu Shmichaidydsmo
Gipoms 9 muidhislinh tfamsiuiingh

angENIES Sty S i iuie uithh
ATGNAUHNTIRIO B ATIUASIUY 1glmumi
{posBpuiutu At 1 1wASa s e 1slin
g AMGIIUAYAGRHTEIY

Die

S
f

-t

goo.gl/CFRKUZ
goo.gl/fe5g2y
goo.gl/ouNGSL
g00.g1/7D5xXv
goo.gl/1XkKSW
goo.gl/hKkudk
goo.gl/RSzxon



When I Was Young
by Eng Rithchandaneth

Music, videos, photos, and many activities that
have now become the past and good memories
which cannot be forgotten. We played a lot of
games when we were young, especially with
discarded materials that we made into strange
toys according to our imagination. And these
ideas sometimes can be yours.

goo.gl/CFRKUZ
goo.gl/fe5g2y
goo.gl/ouNGSL
g00.g1/7D5xXv
goo.gl/1XkKSW
goo.gl/hKkudk
goo.gl/RSzxon
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go0.gl/Q08Rry
g00.gl/A09dWx
goo.gl/QMHX6i



Land, Money, Art, and Organising
by Jason Tonio Woerner

Through the work of Sa Sa Art Projects, the White
Building has become a symbol for the often ignored
difficulties caused by Phnom Penh’s economic
growth and rapid urbanisation, as well as for the
creative forms of organising Cambodian people
have developed to counter and cope with these
problems. This playlist of URLs, calling upon
political and economic theory, activism, fine art and
animation, offers ways to think about land rights in
global capitalism, the challenges of urban
organising, and the human stakes and ethnical
complexities involved. Khvay Samnang’s Human
Nature starts the list for its rejection of abjection -
an important reminder to Western activists and
allies who all too often view those negatively
affected by economic globalisation through pity-
and poverty-tinted lenses. An interview with David
Harvey on “the right to the city” connects the
challenges faced by urbanising Phnom Penh to the
inherent relationship between capitalism, real
estate, and state power and ponders what urban
residents can do about them. A conversation
between Western and Chinese queer activists in
China addresses cultural challenges faced by global
organising. The photography of Andreas Gursky
invokes the mystifying splendor of capitalist
modernity, while Studio Ghibli’s Princess Mononoke
- an animated fantasy film about industrialisation,
the environment, poverty, and power in
modernising Japan - reminds the viewer that
heroes and villains are an illusion created by
institutional position and conflicting interest.

goo.gl/ZzS1hp
goo.gl/UohiuY
goo.gl/41VALW
go0.gl/Q08Rry
g00.gl/A09dWx
goo.gl/QMHX6i
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goo.gl/Usr8z9
goo.gl/kc9F11
go0.gl/aCCXwF
goo.gl/ImD3nA
goo.gl/hEisx0



Walking Into
by Kong Dara

[ first walked into the White Building in 2009.
It's been six years now. | have studied drawing
at Sa Sa Art Projects at the White Building for
more than two years. Some people, when they
go visit somewhere, they just look around but
don’t go inside. What do you think between the
inside and the outside? If you go somewhere
you need to learn about that place by spending
more time inside that place; you can’t learn by
staying only at the outside.

goo.gl/Usr8z9
goo.gl/kc9F11
goo.gl/aCCXwF
goo.gl/1ImD3nA
goo.gl/hEisx0
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goo.gl/LEunTb
goo.gl/mrl8F6
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Youth, Freedom, Justice
by Kourn Lyna

Young people nowadays are very brave. They
engage in social work and help their
communities. They volunteer in community
campaigns. Some of them join artistic journey
experimenting with their life and their
environment. Through social media, they now
understand and know what to do for their
future. One of the links here is about a love
story of young people of the same sex. They are
happy with what they have decided. For other
links, they make me very happy every time I
watch them. It helps me understand and be
creative about life in this century. I hope
everyone will understand what is the world
they live in.

goo.gl/ELdDda
goo.gl/5GE1V8
goo.gl/LEunTb
goo.gl/mrl8F6
goo.gl/vq13Fq
g00.g1/07QbZG
goo.gl/yHUu8D
goo.gl/GX]7Vc
goo.gl/zS72fa
g00.g1/8nVXYD
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goo.gl/ouNGSL
goo.gl/Rqh4DL
goo.gl/an3vIf

goo.gl/dTH1X9



Dancers
by Long Pisey

I choose this topic because I love Cambodian
dancers and I love all kinds of dance.

goo.gl/ouNGSL
goo.gl/Rqh4DL
goo.gl/an3vIf

goo.gl/dTH1X9
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goo.gl/GSX407
goo.gl/43n9Fh
goo.gl/K3EoW?2
goo.gl/5GE1V8
goo.gl/ELdDda



Progressions
by Martin Potter

The White Building Collective is a group of
young people connected to the Building -
residents, students and former residents. They
formalised their formation in 2014, but in
reality they’'ve been working together far
longer. The group worked closely with Sa Sa Art
Projects and the various arts and media types
who have drifted through over the years. As a
foreigner, my contribution was in identifying a
legacy of great participatory art and video
making and building on it, and then finding
some others who could continue to offer
ongoing facilitation and support to the
Collective. This playlist reflects on the
Collective’s ongoing collaborations with
foreigners - from the work of Maria Stott and
On Photography Cambodia, Tobin Rothlein,
Damien Rayuela and now Christopher Rompre.
The list reflects the generosity of the White
Building community in welcoming guests who
come with a spirit of collaboration and in their
interest in ongoing creative partnerships. I've
chosen a playlist of ‘Collections’ that reflects the
extraordinary communal creative drive of the
team and their partners.

goo.gl/GSX407
goo.gl/43n9Fh
goo.gl/K3EoW?2
goo.gl/5GE1V8
goo.gl/ELdDda



amiugjgdlejuny
W Bang iHi

smsiimi (Sslusmminigny):) MRaa
mmé@*’mﬁ?gmg iBumsanwmnisi G
Fukushima #eSity:nginuysie gagis:
ghnnAaRRuMyWogsEo «nyFaigh
isc» 8k dRstmivgas ean:iRuAnkigms
i$1 Fukushima 9 i91: GG 6NIS: MARGEAE
SEHIBRETE I EILREY ML EGERY
gOsfAthw Andapiiammadin g gig: 1924
murajimiiamiugjgmate uag is!

Fukushima 9

g00.gl/9RQJQs §
g00.gl/M8Dsdl (MMNRUS)
goo.gl/qLSUR
goo.gl/j2VpgQ
goo.gl/b8Ak6
goo.gl/3KwFXA
goo.gl/jDMFzx
goo.gl/BylHps
goo.gl/CZksiW



Observing Decontamination
by Masaru Iwai

I've been working (not art working) on
decontamination from radioactive
contamination in Fukushima for about four
months this year. I'm thinking about issues
such as “art/this site” and “the earth/cleaning”
while working in Fukushima. Although it seems
to me that the problem falls fast into oblivion in
Japan, we must keep observing it. So, this is a
playlist of observations from decontamination
in Fukushima.

g00.gl/9RQJQs

goo.gl/M8DsdlI (Japanese only)
goo.gl/qLSUR

goo.gl/j2VpgQ

goo.gl/b8Ak6

goo.gl/3KwFXA
goo.gl/jDMFzx

goo.gl/BylHps

goo.gl/CZksiW
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goo.gl/Gp2V3f
goo.gl/70hCQA
goo.gl/3hgkOp
goo.gl/EnLYHe
goo.gl/uXAGpZ
goo.gl/an3vIf
goo.gl/62qTPt
goo.gl/GaTWN]



Window of Night
by Mok Sombo

The “Window of Night” is talking about life at
night that you can’t see during the day.
Everything in the links, you can only see them
from the camera; it’s like you stand in front of
the window and look at something around you
at night.

goo.gl/Gp2V3f
goo.gl/70hCQA
goo.gl/3hgkOp
goo.gl/EnLYHe
goo.gl/uXAGpZ
goo.gl/an3vIf
goo.gl/62qTPt
goo.gl/GaTWN]
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goo.gl/oQu2KO
goo.gl/7czuFy
goo.gl/a2WB8A
goo.gl/JWLPL6



My Land
by Nguyen Thi Thanh Mai

[ used to stay near Kiri Building. I looked at it
everyday from my window at the White
Building, but I never went into it. My list is
about land of dreams, childhood, and the
forgotten.

goo.gl/oQu2KO
goo.gl/7czuFy
goo.gl/a2WB8A
goo.gl/JWLPL6
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goo.gl/Cd2QsV
goo.gl/70hCQA
goo.gl/ouNGSL
goo.gl/Aajrli
goo.gl/ih5XLT
goo.gl/uQ0dgb
goo.gl/ycsOsb



Black-White Flower
by Nou Samnang

I regret that [ didn't consider carefully about
the White Building when I first knew about it.
What are the mysteries between the White
Building and me? I was first scared about this
place because there were rumours about bad
problems, bad people, sex workers, drugs and
more. However, when I came inside this place,
it was the opposite of what people said. The
White Building instead has many favours such as:
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Archiving Memories
by Orawan Arunrak

Moving sound, collecting sound.

goo.gl/JKTVXg
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goo.gl/KPSPDT
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Khmer Traditional Dance
by Pee Polika

I love our traditional dance because our
classical traditional dance can make you feel
amazing.
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Visualisers
by Pen Sereypagna

Vision, voice and change are abstract, but they
can be visualised by some methodologies. My
title is Visualisers, referring to how to visualise
vision, voice and change and how to document
them collectively online. I chose three websites.
1. Phnom Penh Visions is a collective website of
people’s ideas and hopes for Phnom Penh City.
Those ideas come from students, architects,
artists, tuk tuk drivers, taxi drivers and all kinds
of people, for the future of the city. Their
visions are visualised through drawing,
interviewing, exhibition and publication.

2. Primary Voice is the website of “the maker
stories.” The stories are made by interviewing
garment factory workers in Cambodia and
China. Their voices are visualised by
interviewing. Their lives, their needs and the
conditions of the garment factory industry in
Cambodia and China, how these two countries
are the same and different, are revealed. All the
collectives become the primary voice for
industry workers in general.

3. Genealogy of Bassac is a community based
participatory exercise. The mapping exercise
takes place within the White Building. A key
objective is to discover ways to visualise the
changing of urban form and characteristics of
urban ruptures through various historical eras.

goo.gl/ugDwh1
goo.gl/eb0sqi
goo.gl/GvtFwT
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GAP
by Piyarat Piyapongwiwat

Amidst the rapid change in Phnom Penbh, there
is a widening gap between rich and poor. With
the lack of caring, the city’s iconic White
Building located in a prime location of the city
centre is like a reflection of the state of society
in Phnom Penh nowadays.

goo.gl/Vz1rl7
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Our Products
by Pov Pheary

We are Khmer and I think our products are
very beautiful and of good quality for us and for
other people around the world.
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Cosmopolitan White Building
by Roger Nelson

Cultural practices, anywhere, are largely formed
through cosmopolitan exchanges. This has been
widely discussed in many contexts, from pre-war
Khmer textbooks to 21st century critical theory. In
the White Building as in many other Cambodian
communities, the presence and contribution of
cultural minorities can be sometimes overlooked
or obscured: both by us outsiders looking in on the
White Building, and for community insiders
speaking for and describing themselves and their
neighbours. In this selection of links, we glimpse
the cosmopolitan nature of the White Building. A
woman takes up manicuring: a profession
introduced to Cambodia by Viethamese migrants.
An Australian artist-in-residence creates work
through engaging with this craft, herself inspired
by other Vietnamese migrant manicurists in
Australia. An engineer who worked on the White
Building, born in Ukraine and trained in France,
worked also with Japanese engineers in social
housing projects from Algiers to Chandigarh. An
artist wears horns made of hair collected in Phnom
Penh, in a performance he began when in Japan
and later continued when in Singapore. Travels in
and out of the White Building, and travels within its
spaces, are journeys through cosmopolitan layers
of cultural exchanges, both large and small.
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It's Me
by Seng Mengbunrong

For me as a young person in Cambodia, I use
the Internet everyday to follow the news and
get information about what's happening. 1.
News on politics, because I want to know the
latest about my country. 2. Development in
different communities in the country. 3. News
related to society, development and technology.
4, News related to arts and exhibitions, so |
know what arts people are making that are new
and different from other countries. 5. Short
video documentaries made by young
filmmakers. 6. Short films. 7. Art events
including talent shows and fashion shows. 8.
Social networks, such as Facebook, YouTube,
and Google.
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Believing
by Seng Simouy

[ always wonder about how people start to
believe in religions. For me, it is still a mystery,
but I love to see people praying and I feel
happiness. They wish for themselves and their
family. It is a mental medicine.
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Bamboo Shoot
by Sery Nouch

Youths are like a bamboo shoot, which will
become bamboo one day. Youths can do things
that society recognises, and won't let society
fall into darkness.
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Too Much Wondering
by Sok Chanrado

Photos, music, and subtitles without video. It is
a little bit strange because usually photo, music,
and subtitles are not animating all together like
video. However, photography has meaning that
makes us think, music has sound for us to listen
to, and subtitles have an explanation for what is
being watched. So I think that all of these make
me feel that everything around me is hiding
from me. What do you think if video only has
photos, music, or subtitles? And what is it for
you?

goo.gl/ZkdQm
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Draw
by Sophea Nita and Khorn Sophanary

I love drawing and I want to see people know
about the beauty of drawing that is created by
humans.

goo.gl/3hgkOp
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Objects, Music, Spirit House
by Than Sok

Objects that are thrown away can be reused
creatively. If we imagine, it's like sculptures
that artists display in the gallery. Is it beneficial
for artists to use these kinds of objects and
make them into artwork?

The beauty from the outside cannot be
compared with the beauty from within.
Butterflies and dragonflies in beautiful nature
will be then replaced by helicopters and the
sound of bombs. This is a kind of music that
each country usually plays for something.

Spirit houses used in the countryside are made
of bamboo, in which people put sacred
offerings. But these days in Phnom Penh, [ don't
know what kind of spirit houses people use that
are recognised as Khmer, because I only see
Chinese-style spirit houses.

goo.gl/PQP10u
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playlist / PLAYlist / PLACElist / playcelist
by Tobin Rothlein

I selected a playlist comprised of works that for
me touched on a very special thread of Play and
Place. In the White Building I was confronted
with a rich community full of that most
indescribable stew: one full of emotion,
interactions, contradiction, actions and
circumstance that make up our life experience.
That hyperactive sense of place that is as extra-
ordinary as it is everyday. And as much as these
words may seem to contradict and make no
sense, | believe we all know this thing I am
seeking to describe. What happens when we
allow ourselves to experience play and the
multilayered “is-ness” of a place that has
revealed itself to us. These are the things that
dance around us, seeking to elude description
and words. They are difficult to share. They
push us (dare us) to create art, and sometimes
the art can capture this thing in the most simple
and profound way. I believe this happened in
each of the works listed below.
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Smiling
by Vourng Chansim

A smile is very important for everyone. All
people who live in the world need smiles in
their daily life. People usually smile to express
their happiness. Even people who are from
different walks of life always need a smile.
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This living world is much more wonderful
and mysterious than we could imagine!
by Xin Cheng

At 1’42” of list item 1: a pair of new sandals
morphed out of broken jandals. At list item 3
and 4: a paradise grown out of rubbles and
leftovers. Frugal living, gardening, sharing,
connecting. These are from the people I have
met, the places I have visited, the threads that
have stayed with me since I visited
Bodinh/White Building with Vuth Lyno,
January 2013. (note on the title: something that
came to me one night as [ travelled along Preah
Sihanouk Blvd on the back of a friend’s
motorbike, June 2014 )
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Home
by Yon Davy

Home is the place that makes me happy and sad
and feel a lot of things that I cannot describe.
Sometimes I look at some parts of my home,
and it brings me to the sweet memories that I
don't think of. I love my home much more than
I can say.

goo.gl/HgSsUi
goo.gl/iTIJg7
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Have Fashion, No War, But
Yun Rottanak

People think that when we have fashion, we
don’t have war. But sometimes fashion causes
one of the biggest wars.
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