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Thismonth, Vuth Lynois showing his work at the SASA Bassac gallery, a "new space for

contemporary art”in Phnom Penh. Liftculture critic

took in hisexhibitand sat

down with the artistto find out whatthe exhibit means to the man who created it

twasimmediately obvious to those in attend-

ance for the opening of Vuth Lyno’s exhibit

Thoamada, which will be shown at SASA

gallery until the end of the month, that this
was not your typical Phnom Penh photo
fare.

As soon as I entered the gallery I found
myself encircled by massive portrait photo-
graphs hanging from the ceiling. I adjusted to
the unique presentation and saw that nine
different men were each wearing unique
makeup and looking seriously at the camera.
My eyes alone still couldn’t figure out what it
all meant, but then I realised that each photo
was accompanied by audio clips of the men
telling their own stories of love, hate, happi-
ness and sadness.

The creator of this exhibit, Vuth Lyno, is a
29-year-old Cambodian who, along with the
other five members of an all-male artists col-
lective that called themselves Stiev (rebel), has
been at the centre of a resurgence of the arts
in Phnom Penh.

For this exhibit, Vuth Lyno collaborated with
his subjects, who are all self-identifying men
who have sex with men (MSM), to compile
anecdotes, audio recordings and create a
visual aesthetic that would encourage people
to confront the complexity of their identities.

Iwas among the first people to arrive at SASA
Bassac on the opening night and the atmos-
phere was quiet yet calming. I began circling
the portraits, taking a closer look to try to read
the stories behind the masks painted on each
of their faces. One of the men painted a colour-
ful butterfly on his face that seemed to me to
be very much alive.

I picked up the mp3 player placed on a pole
just below the photo and began listening. He

If you can't get to the SASA Bassac gallery in person, you can check out selections
from past exhibits featuring the work of young Cambodian artists at sasaart.info

was a charming man. He talked about his life
and how he grew up to learn that he was dif-
ferent. He talked of his first love in the same
way any teenage boy would, except that his
first love was a man.

One by one, I listened to other audio clips.
The nine men shared a sexual preference for
men, but apart from that, each story was
entirely unique. So too were the paintings on
each of their faces, which were meant to con-
vey another piece of their personal narrative
- their identity.

One painted their face like a yeak (giant).
Another has a Cambodian flag painted across
the features of his face.

People kept trickling in to the gallery, and
eventually so did Vuth Lyno. Despite his hectic

| walked in and tooR time
to observe all of their
Faces one more time.
Behind each one was 8
story Wating to be heard
and understood.

day, he immediately began greeting each of
the guests at that evening’s event. Eventually,
he even managed to sit down with me to talk
about his life as an artist and how he came to
be where he is today.

Vuth Lyno was born to a middle-class fam-
ily, educated at a good school and he says he
had a fairly easy life. He studied Information
Technology at university and took a photog-
raphy course at the French Cultural Centre. It
was on trip to the field as a photographer that
he had an epiphany.

“I'was a city boy. It was when I started work-
ing thatI went to communities with problems
and saw many forms of difficulties... from
orphans, HIV patients, to disabled people....”

These trips also led to the blossoming of

-

Vuth Lyno's relationship with photography, as
both an art form and a way to document the
world around him. His first exhibition was in
2007, and he had another one in 2008 before
receiving a scholarship to enroll in an MBA in
Social Science programme in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia

“My time in Australia and back home gave
me a break to think about what I really want
to doinlife,” he told me. Eventually, he decid-
ed to be a part of the change he wanted to see
through his art.

Lyno took interest in the LGBT community
in Cambodia and his project went from there.
Starting with two men and working his way
up tonine, Lyno worked closelywith the group,
giving them time to open up and share their
experiences and feelings with each other, and
eventually with the public.

“There are varieties among them and I want
people to understand who they really are,” he
said.

BeforeIleft, I snuck between two of the pho-
tos that formed the circle at the centre of the
exhibit so that I became the centre of the
exhibit. With their giant faces looking in at me,
I took the time to really look back and try to
see what they wanted me to see.

Behind each and every one of them was a
lifetime of stories waiting to be heard and a
young man waiting to be accepted.

I'walked out of the gallery that night with an
understanding, and sense of caring, about a
community that I had previously given little
thought to.

Iremembered Vuth Lyno telling me that he
envisioned his art being the change he want-
ed to see. I was grateful to be a part of it.
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YOUR CHOICE,

THEIR FUTURE

Raffles Montessori School in Singapore...

is now in Phnom Penh
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RAFFLESMONTESSORI International School of Phnom Penh

(Licensed by Raffles Montessori - Singapore)

20%

ENROL YOUR CHILD NOW,

call us 023 993 999
01561 61 28,011 959779

DISCOUNT

For First 50 Enrollees
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ChecR out Vuth Lyno's
paintings for yourself and
let us Rknow what you think.

H#18 2nd Floor, Sothearos Blvd.
Open: Thu - Fri, 2pm-6pm
Sat - Sun, 10am-6pm
Phone: 077 374 110
Web: www.sasabassac.com
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